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Esarhaddon had died on the way to Egypt, and
left the necessary expedition as a part of the in-
heritance to his son. When he made his brilliant
campaign in Egypt he had met with but slight
resistance; Tirhaqa had not fought at all, but had
fled to Nubia. Esarhaddon did not pursue him
thither, but reorganized the administration of the
country, and left Tirhaqa to rest in his own home
land. But Tirhaqa waited but a short time to
gain accessions of strength, and then entered
Egypt again, which he speedily reconquered. The
Assyrian officers, petty princes, and civil servants
were unceremoniously driven from the land.
Memphis was retaken, and there Tirhaqa set up
his court. Egypt was in reality completely torn
from Assyrian hands, and the wonderful work of
Esarhaddon undone. It was these untoward
events which caused the third Egyptian invasion
by Esarhaddon, during which he died. All these
events are narrated in the inscriptions of Asshur*
banapal as though they had taken place in his
own reign, and not in the last year of his father's.
He has some excuse for this, apart from the de-
sire of further glory for himself. He probably
considered himself as the real king from the
twelfth day of lyyar, 668, when he was pro-
claimed as crown prince.

Asshurbanapal, as soon as he became king, prob-
ably ordered the array, which had already set out
for Egypt under the leadership of his father, to
proceed. Whether he himself actually took the